FCOJARIUM.

A Museum of Science & Nature

ANNUAL
REPORT

200

“MAKE THE MOST OF YOURSELF BY FANNING
THE TINY, INNER SPARKS OF POSSIBILITY
INTO FLAMES OF ACHIEVEMENT."” -Foster C. McClellan



DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS,

What inspires you? What helps you look toward the future with hope for a brighter tomorrow?
In 2008, we all began to ask ourselves those questions as we struggled with challenging times. At the EcoTarium we

realized that for many people, we are a source for that inspiration.

Through interactive exhibits, planetarium shows, special events and collaborations with our schools, we encourage self-
directed learning that can lead to a life time of being open to new ideas and fresh ways to look at the world. Students
of all ages can get actively involved with science, make math work, and meet nature face-to-face - bringing textbook
lessons to life, and making connections between the real world and abstract theories in the process. Whether the EcoTarim

sparks the possibility of a future career, a volunteer opportunity, or a new hobby, we do so by adding the element of fun.

That spark of possibility is the essential heart of our community. It drives the passion necessary to pursue the educational
and career goals that drive our high-tech science economy. It fosters an awareness of the world around us, and seeds

imaginations that go on to ask important questions and pursue big dreams.

Our community recognized this spark more than ever throughout 2008, with visitation up 12.5% to 125,376, membership
up nearly 9%, and membership usage up more than 20%. But just as our community came to us for a source of
inspiration, we look to the community to find our hope and direction. In 2009, we hope you will continue to join us as
we endeavor to make the EcoTarium even more of a community resource for exciting science and nature experiences,

for collaborative educational projects, and for the spark that inspires the possibility of a better world.

Stephen M. Pitcher, President Mary H. Coolidge, Chair, Board of Trustees

Kenda was BORN on December 1,
1983

When the Worcester Sharks Kenda MEANS “child of clear,
celebrated Kenda’s birthday, cool water.”
Steve Pitcher was joined by Polar

Kenda WEIGHS between 600-
700 pounds (her weight changes
with the seasons).

Beverages’ Orson the bear for
the puck drop.

Kenda is about 7 feet TALL when
standing.

ABOUT THE ECOTARIUM: A FEW FUN FACTS

« The EcoTarium offers a unique indoor-outdoor experience for year-round family-friendly fun, including a thrilling
full-dome digital planetarium, native and exotic wildlife, entertaining and educational interactive exhibits and programs,

a narrow-gauge railway, crowd-pleasing special events, and a welcoming and knowledgeable staff.
« Founded in 1825, the EcoTarium is the second oldest natural history society in the country.

- Set on 55 acres combining nature trails, meadows and ponds with a 3-story museum and wildlife habitats, we provide

a verdant oasis in the center of urban Worcester.

+ In 2008 we welcomed 125,376 guests to the EcoTarium, including 26,634 educational groups.






